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Learning Exchange: 15t Anniversary Highlights

INTRODUCTION

In October 2014 the UBC Learning Exchange marked its
15t year of involvement in Vancouver's Downtown
Eastside (DTES). With 15 events to highlight the range of
what we do and who we partner with, there was something
for everyone. Activities included a Faculty Open House to
introduce faculty to the Learning Exchange; a dialogue

The Learning Exchange’s 15-year milestone is a
testament to its persistence, and its genuine pursuit of
innovation in collaborative teaching, learning and
research. | was very pleased to attend the Learning
Exchange's Faculty Open House and meet some of the
scholars and community members involved in the
important work of university-community engagement.
I'm delighted by the possibilities for the Learning
Exchange’s next 15 years as they continue to build
university and community capacity to make a difference
in a community with tremendous strengths and great
challenges.

-David Farrar,
Provost and Vice-President Academic

about the principles and ethics of Community Based Re-
search; and an exhibit of photographs and stories that con-
veyed the strengths of survivors of human trafficking. The
events brought together more than 550 students, faculty
and residents of the DTES. In this brief summary report we
highlight events of most interest to the UBC community.
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STUDENT EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING IN THE DOWNTOWN EASTSIDE

Students, community members, faculty and Learning
Exchange patrons heard from students about the impact of
their experiences at and around the Learning Exchange.
Natalia Balyasnikova, a PhD candidate in Education, talked
about her experiences as an ESL facilitator. Amber Dukart,
a student in Asian Studies, described her journey at the
Learning Exchange from TREK volunteer to ESL facilitator
to Work Learn student in the Drop-In. Tom Kemple,
professor in the Department of Sociology, introduced the
Urban Ethnographic Field School and his students Diane
Lac, Rachel Lee, Krystal Lillico-Ouachour, Marianne Wu,
Pei Fang Goh and Leanne Huang, who highlighted what

they had
organizations.

learned through projects with community
Major themes
diverse presentations: the power of passion and emotions

recurred through these

to stimulate meaningful learning; finding commonalities
through relationships with people who are ‘not like us’; self
-discovery and questioning identity (who am 1?7 who do |
want to be?); learning to be flexible and adaptable (letting
go of assumptions and plans); overcoming or living with
apprehension and discomfort. At the end of the evening
one of the patrons from the Learning Exchange Drop-In
said that listening to the presentations made him realize
for the first time what an impact he has on students.



ComMuNITY BASED RESEARCH (CBR)

CBR Dialogue

Members of the UBC CBR Steering Committee (chaired by
Associate VP Research & International Helen Burt),
representatives of community organizations, and Learning
Exchange patrons engaged in a community-university
dialogue on the principles and ethics of CBR, with a
particular focus on research in the Downtown Eastside. The
dialogue generated a set of ten recommendations and
specific next steps to be taken by the CBR Steering Com-
mittee and working groups, and by the Learning Exchange.
The report of the dialogue is available here .

Reclaiming Our Spirits

An evening knowledge exchange seminar, ‘Reclaiming Our
Spirits: it takes a community to do research in a good way’,
provided a specific example of CBR that the Learning
Exchange is pleased to support. The research project, an
intervention designed to support Aboriginal women who've
experienced domestic violence, was presented by
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IDEAS FOR THE NEXT 15 YEARS

The anniversary not only celebrated our activities and
partnerships so far, it also provided ideas for our next 15
years. Suggestions from community members, students
and faculty highlighted the importance of increasing the
opportunities for exchange between university and local
residents. Specific ideas included: increased involvement of
UBC students; more trips to UBC Point Grey Campus for
patrons; lectures and workshops with faculty (of specific
interest to patrons were workshops on philosophy, political
science, dance, and languages); more dialogues for sharing
knowledge and wisdom. We will further develop our role in
supporting CBR including facilitating dialogues and
knowledge exchange events, and assisting UBC research-

Colleen Varcoe from the
School of Nursing and
her team of researchers,
including Research Elder
and Cultural Teacher,
Roberta Price. Colleen
described how challeng-
es were solved through a
collaborative effort with
community partners.
Undoubtedly the
highlights of the evening
were the powerful,
moving stories told by
three of the women
participants in the study
about their involvement and its impact on their lives.

BINNERS BEGIN TO ORGANIZE

On a single day 169 binners collected and brought 41,686
disposable coffee cups to Victory Square for 5 cents a cup.
The Coffee Cup Revolution was born. The event, organized
in collaboration with the Binners Project, raised awareness
about how informal recyclers clean up the streets and the
amount of waste produced by disposable cups. It also
helped connect binners to explore their interest in working
together on a national and international scale. In subse-
quent gatherings in the Learning Exchange carport, the
group has started to identify other concerns, including
how bins are being locked across the city limiting access
to recyclables.

ers to connect to the DTES community. As we continue to
work to involve more faculty with the Learning Exchange,
we invite you to explore with us the opportunities for
student learning, research and community engagement.

For more information or to get involved:
Angela Towle, Academic Director
angela.towle@ubc.ca | 604-566-8128

Kathleen Leahy, Director
kathleen.leahy@ubc.ca | 778-945-1028


http://learningexchange.ubc.ca/files/2014/12/CBR-Dialogue-Report-December-2014.pdf

